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undergraduate news
Undergraduate Awards
Congratulations 2012-2013 Department Undergraduate
Award Recipients
David Atkinson Scholar: Brittany Phillips
Vernon & Georgia Bender Scholar: Patrick Grim
Joseph Domke Memorial Scholar: Daniel Olinghouse
V. Don Hudson Scholarship: James S. Edwards
Donald B. Johnson Fellow: Jeralyn Westercamp
Donald B. Johnson Scholar: Margaret Murphy
James & Patti Murray Scholar: Broderick DeBettignies
Teri G. Rasmussen Scholarship: Katherine Valde
Third House Scholar: Audrey Williams

Two Political Science Majors Awarded
Hancher-Finkbine Medallion
Congratulations to Political Science majors Brittany Caplin and Elliot
Higgins for receiving the prestigious Hancher-Finkbine Undergraduate
Medallion! Established at the University of Iowa in 1964, the HancherFinkbine Medallions recognize outstanding leadership, learning, and
loyalty. Seven medallions are awarded annually to four exemplary
students, one professor, one staff member and a graduate who has
attained special distinction. Congratulations again to Brittany and
Elliot for their excellent achievement!

Internships and Outreach Efforts in
Des Moines

Undergraduate Audrey Williams Learns
Many Lessons at ACDIS Workshop

The Department has established a presence in Des Moines through a partnership with
the Division of Continuing Education and the
College of Liberal Arts & Sciences. We have hired
a Lecturer, Dr. Kelly Shaw, who will be based at
the Pappajohn Education Center in downtown
Des Moines. Dr. Shaw will be offering courses on
campus at the Pappajohn Center. We believe that
our efforts in Des Moines will allow us to reach
students with strong interests in politics and policy who may not be
able to travel to Iowa City.
Dr. Shaw is also helping us to launch our very own Des Moines
Internship Program (DMIP) in the spring of 2013. Students will be able
to earn credit while they are working in internships in state government, non-profit agencies, law firms, and other businesses in the Des
Moines area. Internship students will be required to take a course
called “Perspectives on Iowa” that will expose them to the major political, economic and social issues facing the state. They will also register
for a course that will help them prepare them for the job market by
learning how to market the skills they obtain in their internship. The
Department of Political Science will draw on the Donald B. Johnson
fund to help provide stipends for students admitted to the internship
program. For more information on DMIP, please see: http://clas.uiowa.
edu/polisci/undergraduate/des-moines-internship-program-dmip.

In 1978, in light of the security concerns
caused by the Cold War, the Program in Arms
Control, Disarmament, and International Security
was established at the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign. In consideration of the end
of the Cold War and the security concerns at the
center of the War on Terror, ACDIS held its first
Summer Workshop in International Security from
July 8-13, 2012. As an undergraduate political
science student, Audrey Williams has spent her first three years at the
University of Iowa developing a keen interest in issues of international
security, particularly in nuclear nonproliferation and counterterrorism.
Thus, the ACDIS Summer Workshop in International Security was a
natural and exciting fit for her. The workshop encourages discussion,
innovation, and solutions that come not from pre-formed opinions
but from healthy debate and diverse perspectives. Williams has taken
much away from the workshop: a better understanding of peacemaking (and why the Annan Peace Plan failed in Syria); an introduction
to space weaponization; a solidification of her own policy preferences, reformed through discussion and exposure to a wide variety
of perspectives. The list goes on. Audrey says the greatest gift that
the workshop bestows upon its participants is self-confidence. “At the
workshop, we were encouraged to have confidence in ourselves—in
our knowledge, in our preparation, and in our work.” ACDIS—founded
and informed by some of the most educated and respected experts in
the field of international security—seeks to pass on its mantle to the
experts of the next generation. Audrey says she is honored to have
been a part of that process. Audrey’s experience was made possible by
generous donations from alumni and friends to the department.

Professional Undergraduate Advisor
The Department has recently hired a professional undergraduate advisor, Martha Greer. Martha has many
years of experience on campus working with students in a variety of capacities. She serves as the initial point
of contact for students declaring a major in Political Science or International Relations, usually as they enter
their sophomore year. Students will continue to have access to her advising, but will also be assigned a faculty
advisor in their junior year. The cooperation between a professional undergraduate advisor and faculty advising should result in seamless advice about coursework and preparation for careers or advanced degrees after
graduation. The feedback from both students and faculty has been overwhelmingly positive about this new
arrangement for undergraduate advising.
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The Department Launches International Relations Major

UI Political Science
Website
Please visit our website at:
clas.uiowa.edu/polisci/. Consider
giving to the department, just click
on “Support Political Science” within
the website. We have also launched
a new International Relations site:
clas.uiowa.edu/internationalrelations. These websites provide a
convenient clearinghouse for
information about the department,
its students and alumni. And we
want to hear from you: about the
website, about yourself, about
current events. E-mail us at
polisci@uiowa.edu.

clas.uiowa.edu/polisci

Like Us on Facebook!

We have had a very exciting year at the University of
Iowa! I hope you will enjoy spending a few minutes with
the 2012 Poligram to see what we are doing in the Department of Political Science. We continue to pursue our
commitment to our core missions of teaching, research
and service. We are featuring our new International Relations (IR) major in this issue. Students can now choose to
pursue our traditional Political Science major or our new
IR major drawing on courses with international emphases
from political science, history, economics, geography and global health. Student
demand for courses in international affairs continues to increase, so our department took the lead in organizing this new major to help prepare our students
with global ambitions. We are also establishing a presence in Des Moines to offer
courses for students in the area as well as our new Des Moines Internship Program (DMIP). DMIP will offer students the ability to intern in state government,
non-profits, and other business in the Des Moines area while learning about the
state and earning credit toward their degree. Finally, we have hired a professional
undergraduate advisor to complement faculty advising. Students now have an
additional resource at their disposal to help plan their college career and beyond.
These are just three examples of the work we do to prepare students for their
futures, whether they intend to join the workforce or continue their studies in professional or graduate school. We look forward to hearing from you about ways to
better prepare students to make a difference in the world. Thank you all for your
continued support!
Cameron Thies
Professor and Chair
Harlan E. McGregor Faculty Fellow
cameron-thies@uiowa.edu

The Political Science
department is excited to
offer a brand new major
in International Relations!
This novel and rigorous
interdisciplinary major is
aimed at students seeking
to understand relationships between states and
other international actors
in today’s interconnected
world. Events like the civil
war in Syria, the economic
crisis in Europe, and the
standoff with Iran over its
nuclear weapons program
all demonstrate the need for
a major that will help students understand and explain the occurrence of civil
wars, economic crises across
regions, and security challenges. Students majoring in
International Relations will
learn the history of these
major issues, theories to understand them in a broader
context, and a variety of
analytical tools to conduct
research on their causes and
consequences. Students will
not only gain knowledge
and understanding of international relations, but they
will also develop analytical
and research skills that allow
them to explore and develop their own ideas about
international phenomena.
While the International
Relations major is
housed and supported
by the Political Science

department, it also includes
coursework from other
departments including
Economics, Geography,
History, and Public Health.
The major consists of
four required courses,
which include classes on
international relations,
international conflict,
international political
economy, and the history
of the modern world.
Students are also required
to take a research design
and statistics class. In
addition, each student picks
one of four tracks within
the major: Conflict and
Foreign Policy, International
Business and Economic
Relations, Regional Politics
and Relationships, and
Transnational Issues. Finally,
during their senior year,
students take a capstone
research course where
they work on a final project
reflecting their own research
interests in International
Relations.
Students graduating with
a degree in International
Relations are likely to pursue
a variety of internationally
oriented careers. For
example, this major helps
prepare students for
careers directly related to
American foreign policy
including becoming a
foreign service officer
or an analyst for other
foreign policy institutions,

Professor Kelly Kadera with her Introduction to International Relations
class, in front of a German bunker in Normandy at Pointe du Hoc.

as well as working for
think tanks, non-profits,
non-governmental
organizations, and
intergovernmental
organizations. The
knowledge and skills
provided by this major
will also help students
pursue careers in more
economically oriented
private sector careers. The
required research methods
and political economy
classes should provide our
students with the ability
to excel in consulting
positions, investment
banks, and other private
sector positions. Finally, the
major will prepare students
for post-graduate work in
either Political Science or
International Relations, as
well as succeeding in law
school.
Students in the
International Relations

major have access to our
professional undergraduate
advisor, the career
workshops we offer to all of
our students, the majority
of our scholarships, and
we are also partnering
with Study Abroad and the
Career Center to promote
international experiences
for them. We anticipate
that International Relations
will become very popular,
since it already has around
45 majors despite the fact
that students could only
start declaring it a major in
September! We will have
our first graduating class
this spring and look forward
to welcoming International
Relations graduates to
the ranks of our Political
Science alumni. Please visit
our International Relations
website at: http://clas.uiowa.
edu/international-relations/

faculty news
Harlan E. McGregor Faculty Fellow
Dean Linda Maxson named Professor Cameron Thies the Harlan E. McGregor Faculty Fellow at the Faculty Honors Celebration in April
of 2012. This named fellowship recognizes
Professor Thies as an innovative scholar in the
interdisciplinary field of political economy.
The McGregor Faculty Fellowship is supported by an endowment established at the
University of Iowa Foundation by the Harlan E.
McGregor Trust. More information about his
appointment is available at: http://now.uiowa.
edu/2012/04/clas-appoints-three-faculty-named-positions.

Frederick Solt, New Assistant Professor
Frederick Solt is Assistant Professor of
Political Science at the University of Iowa. He
earned his Ph.D. in 2003 from the University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. His primary
research interests are in comparative politics
and focus on the consequences of economic
inequality for political attitudes and behavior.
His work on this topic has appeared in the
American Journal of Political Science, the Journal
of Politics, the British Journal of Political Science,
and other journals. To facilitate this research,
he created and maintains the Standardized World Income Inequality
Database (SWIID), which provides the most comparable data available
on income inequality for countries around the world over the past
half-century.

Career Workshops
global
news
Tracy Osborn Promotion &
Dean’s Scholar Award
Tracy Osborn was promoted to Associate
Professor with tenure by the Board of Regents
in 2012. Professor Osborn’s research examines
how women legislators help to make public
policies that affect women, especially when
these legislators work inside very partisan
environments. She teaches classes on
Congress, Women and Politics, and State
Politics. Professor Osborn has served as the
president of the Midwestern and National
Women’s Caucuses in political science and currently serves as a board
member for the Domestic Violence Intervention Program in Iowa
City. She also works with current undergraduates as the department’s
Director of Undergraduate Studies.
Professor Osborn was also named a Dean’s Scholar for 2012-2014
by Dean Linda Maxson upon the recommendation of the College
Committee on Faculty Promotion and Tenure. This award recognizes
newly promoted faculty members who excel in both teaching and
scholarship. The two-year award carries a grant in each year, which
may be used to support research and teaching initiatives. This award
is funded by the UI Alumni Association’s endowment of the Dean’s
Chair in the Liberal Arts and Sciences.

Professor Sara Mitchell Selected as 2012
Graduate College Outstanding Faculty
Julianna Pacheco, New Assistant Professor Mentor Award
Julianna Pacheco joined the department
this fall after being a Robert Wood Johnson
Health & Society Scholar at the University of
Michigan. She earned her Ph.D. in Political Science from The Pennsylvania State University
in 2010. Pacheco’s research explores political behavior, public opinion, state and local
politics, and health policy, widely defined (her
subfields include youth voter turnout, dynamic
state public opinion, policy diffusion, state
agenda setting, dynamic policy responsiveness, and anti-smoking
legislation). She has published in journal outlets such as The Journal
of Politics, State Politics and Policy Quarterly, Public Opinion Quarterly,
and, Political Behavior. Julie is currently working on a project (with
Graeme Boushey at UC-Irvine) explaining state attention to two public
health issues: anti-smoking legislation and vaccine regulation.

Political Science Professor Sara Mitchell has
been selected as the recipient of the 2012
Graduate College Outstanding Faculty Mentor
Award: Social Sciences. This award carries with
it a stipend of $2,500 and a plaque presented
by the graduate college Dean. To be eligible
for this honorable award, a mentor must have
been a member of the UI graduate faculty for
at least 5 years and have mentored at least
3 students who have completed doctoral
degrees at Iowa. Congratulations, Sara!

Rene Rocha Promotion
Rene Rocha was promoted to Associate Professor with tenure by the Board of Regents in 2012. Professor Rocha’s research examines how the growing Latino population within the U.S. affects public opinion, elections, and public policy.
Professor Rocha teaches courses on immigration, public policy, policy analysis, and racial politics. He has also worked
closely with members of the Iowa Immigration Education Coalition based in Des Moines to help disseminate information
about immigration to lawmakers and the general public.

Professor Thies Launches New Journal
Professor Cameron Thies and
his colleague Professor Vera
Troeger from the University
of Warwick have launched a
new journal known as Political
Science Research and Methods.
This general interest journal
will accept submission from
all fields of political science.
The journal is sponsored by
the European Political Science
Association and will be published by Cambridge University
Press. For more information on
the journal, please see: http://
journals.cambridge.org/action/
displayJournal?jid=RAM.

Professor Hesli Travels to Egypt to Study
Muslim Brotherhood
Vicki Hesli made her third trip to Egypt this
past summer (July 2012) to continue her ongoing investigation of the growing power and
strength of the Muslim Brotherhood. The Muslim
Brotherhood first came to Hesli’s attention when
the organization won 20% of seats in the 2005
Egyptian parliamentary election. This was actually a strong showing given that it was illegal for
Brotherhood candidates to participate under the
banner of a religiously-oriented political party.
Having previously studied the demise of the Soviet Union and
having written extensively about democratization processes, Hesli
began to wonder whether the Muslim Brotherhood would provide
the organizational foundation for the overthrow of Egypt’s authoritarian regime. Indeed, her thoughts were prophetic. During the
Arab Spring of 2011, Mubarak was forced to resign and today
the Muslim Brotherhood controls both Egypt’s presidency and
parliament.
During the period from 2008 thru 2010, Hesli’s team of researchers catalogued the activities of the Muslim Brotherhood as it
solidified its support among Egyptian voters while continuing to
challenge Mubarak’s dictatorship. The tipping point occurred when
Mubarak announced that his political party had won the December
2010 parliamentary elections by an overwhelming margin. As the
Muslim Brotherhood and other opposition groups alleged fraud,
demonstrators flowed into the streets, and after a series of violent
confrontations, Mubarak was thrown out and new elections were
held.
Hesli returned to Egypt in July 2012 to organize surveys with
professors at Cairo University that allow researchers to trace public
opinion in the aftermath of Egypt’s post-Mubarak foundational
elections. The question now is: What will the Muslim Brotherhood
need to accomplish to secure the support of the people and the
legitimacy of their new regime?

alumni
Shambaugh Conference Talks Economic
Voter and Honors Michael Lewis-Beck
“The New Economic Voter” Shambaugh conference brought
together scholars from around the world to discuss the current standing of theory and findings in the field of economic voting. The immediate stimulus for the gathering was the new work Professor LewisBeck and various co-authors have been carrying out on economic
voting in the United States and comparatively. This work, which takes
economic voting analysis in new directions, has begun to appear
in the journals. These efforts provide a launch for a broader debate.
While the notion of economic voting has been around for some time,
the old paradigm is being strained by fresh ways of thinking about
economics and elections. The prevailing valence idea of economic
voting is incomplete, in multiple ways. Scholars from various economic voting perspectives, old or new but always fresh, attended the
conference. The participants made formal presentations and these
papers will have formed the basis of an edited collection. A reception was also held to honor the work of Professor Emeritus Michael
Lewis-Beck.

Ambassador Ronald McMullen Joins the
Department
Ambassador Ronald K. McMullen joined the
Department of Political Science in August as a
Visiting Associate Professor after a thirty-year
career as an American diplomat. Ron brings
a wealth of diplomatic and policy experience
to the Department, having lived, worked, or
traveled in 91 of the world’s 195 countries.
He served as U.S. Ambassador to the State of
Eritrea, worked closely with Nobel laureate
Aung San Suu Kyi in Burma, negotiated with South Africa’s Nelson
Mandela, received a grant to teach Sri Lankan mongooses to detect
heroin, rescued American missionaries in Fiji, survived a Voodoo
curse in Santo Domingo, managed a USAID program in the African
microstate of Sao Tome & Principe, was shot at during a riot, helped
modernize the Baluchistan Frontier Corps, and is a three-time recipient of the State Department’s Superior Honor Award. Ambassador
McMullen comes to the Department with several years of teaching experience, including as Visiting Professor at the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point, where he taught six different courses. His
final assignment as a Foreign Service Officer was as Diplomat in
Residence at the University of Texas at Austin, where he taught
graduate-level policy courses and did public speaking, recruiting, and
outreach for the State Department.
Ambassador McMullen is teaching courses this year on the Middle
East, the Horn of Africa, Southeast Asia, and Southern Africa. He’s
also supporting many activities of International Programs. Ron met
his wife, Jane, in the old Political Science TA Room in Schaeffer Hall
when they were both UI grad students. “After 30 years in the Foreign
Service, we could have chosen to settle down anywhere in the world,”
Ron said. “However, Iowa feels like home, and I’m delighted to be
back at the University of Iowa and especially at the Department of
Political Science.”

Advisory Board Meeting
The annual meeting of
the department’s Advisory
Board was held Friday, April
27, 2012. One new member
joined the Board this year,
Jennifer Vesey Rossman;
and the Board invited Joe
Gaylord to join its membership during their meeting.
While on campus, board
members met with faculty,
students, and university
administrators to learn
about developments in undergraduate and graduate education. The
Advisory Board selected the winners of the 2011 Undergraduate Paper
Award after hearing presentations from the finalists.
During the meeting, board members agreed to pursue two major
initiatives through the formation of working groups comprised
of Board members and faculty to engage in strategic planning
concerning:
• Courses, internships and experiential learning in the area of
practical politics.
• Alumni outreach and fundraising activities.
The Board reiterated its commitment to offering career workshops,
lecturing in classes, offering one-credit hour seminars, and sponsoring
the annual paper award.

Joe Gaylord Short Course
New Advisory Board member and political
science alum, Joe Gaylord, offered a short
course to students in the department in
both the spring and fall semesters of 2012.
The one credit hour course is called “Building
and Managing Winning Political Campaigns.”
It is based on his many years of experience in
running campaigns and advising candidates
in the United States and around the world.
The course has received rave reviews from
the students who are eager to hear from
prominent practitioners like Joe Gaylord.

Chicago Alumni Event
On May 7, Professors Fred Boehmke, Tracy Osborn, and Cameron
Thies traveled to Chicago for an alumni event. Advisory Board
members Greg Bielawski, Jason Bielawski and Tom Dutton hosted a
reception for alumni at Tom Dutton’s law firm in downtown Chicago.
The faculty and Board members spoke to a group of approximately 20
alumni who were able to attend about new undergraduate initiatives,
internships, as well as opportunities for alumni to get involved in the
department.

Joe Crowley, Hancher-Finkbine Alumni
Medallion Award
President Sally Mason awarded
Joe Crowley the 2012 HancherFinkbine Alumni Medallion. Dr.
Crowley clearly embodies the three
criteria upon which the recipient of
the Medallion is chosen: learning,
leadership, and loyalty. Dr. Crowley
graduated from the University of
Iowa in 1959 with a B.A.in political
science and received his Ph.D. at the
University of Washington in 1967. He
joined the faculty of the University of Nevada-Reno and became its
President in 1978, serving until his retirement as President Emeritus in
2001. During that time he also served the NCAA in a variety of ways,
including a two-year term as President (1993-95). He was particularly
known for advocating strong academic requirements for student-athletes. He has been a member of the board of directors of the National
Association of State Universities and Land Grant Colleges and served
on the governing boards of the Nevada Humanities Committee,
Collegiate Women’s Sports Awards and the National Consortium for
Academics and Sports. At the University of Iowa, he is a member of
the CLAS Dean’s Advisory Board, the CLAS Dean’s Club, and the Alumni
Association’s Old Capitol Club. Congratulations to a good friend of the
Department of Political Science!

UI Political Science Ph.D. Graduate
Receives Prestigious Regents Professor
Award at Texas A&M
Former UI Political Science Ph.D. graduate, Larry D. Gamm, of the
School of Rural Public Health at the Texas A&M Health Science Center
(TAMHSC) is the latest recipient of the prestigious Regents Professor
Award. Professor Gamm received his Ph.D. from the Political Science
Department in 1972. He teaches in the Master of Public Health (M.P.H.),
Master of Health Administration (M.H.A.) and Ph.D. programs in the
TAMHSC-School of Rural Public Health Department of Health Policy
and Management. He also developed and directs the multi-university National Science Foundation (NSF)-funded Center for Health
Organization Transformation (CHOT).

UI Political Science Alum Tom Wickham
Appointed Parliamentarian of U.S. House
of Representatives
University of Iowa political science graduate, Tom Wickham, has
been appointed Parliamentarian of the U.S. House of Representatives,
a nonpartisan post appointed by the Speaker of the House. “As
an undergraduate in the political science department, I took
Constitutional Law with Tim Hagle, who prided himself on challenging
students, and that sparked the competitive spirit in me,” he says. “The
honors program served as a good launching pad to law school. I could
talk to older students in the program who were planning on going to
law school, and by the time I was an upperclassman, many of them
were law students who served as mentors.”

