Undergraduate Awards
2011 Award Recipients
Donald B. Johnson Fellow: Elliot Higgins
Donald B. Johnson Scholar: Abbey Moffitt
Vernon & Georgia Bender Scholar: Matthew Petitt
James & Patti Murray Scholar: Daniel Olinghouse
Third House Scholar: Abigail Behr
Joseph Domke Memorial Scholar: Abbey Moffitt
David Atkinson Scholar: Sarah Claypool
William Jennings Bryan Scholar: Michaela Kinney
Jacob Swisher Award: Nicholas Pottebaum
Helen Fairall Scholars: Allison Panther, Elizabeth Weyer
Laurence Fairall Scholars: Megan DeLanoit, Elyse Abboud Kamps,
Kristina McLaughlin, Elizabeth Veen

On April 29, 2011, the Department of Political Science Advisory
Board selected the winners of the 2011-2012 Undergraduate Paper
award. Kristina McLaughlin won first place for her paper titled, ”Protest in the Era of Facebook.” Elliot Higgins and Chad Remus won second place. Higgins’ paper was titled “U.S. Foreign Aid and Coercion.”
Remus’s “Credible Commitments and Human Rights: An Analysis of the
International Criminal Court from 1990-2008”. Each winner received a
scholarship and a small token. The finalists for the competition were
selected by a committee of faculty reviewers.
Following the Board’s meeting, the department held its annual Undergraduate Awards Reception on April 29, 2011 to honor the following departmental scholarship award winners.

Teri G. Rasmussen Scholarship
The Department of Political Science was saddened to hear of the
passing of Teri G. Rasmussen in March of this year. Teri was a 1981
graduate of the department and Phi Beta Kappa scholar who went
on to earn her J.D. at the University of Michigan in 1984. She had a
very successful law career that included work at a number of firms in
Columbus, Ohio, including founding her own firm. She was also very
active in her profession and the community. She had recently joined
the Advisory Board of our Department. Teri left a generous gift to the
Department, which will be used to establish the Teri G. Rasmussen
Scholarship. This scholarship will be awarded to undergraduates
in Political Science who intend to pursue a career in law. We hope
that this scholarship will help students to celebrate Teri Rasmussen’s
life by following in her footsteps. For more information about the
scholarship, please visit our undergraduate scholarships webpage at
http://clas.uiowa.edu/students/scholarships.

The University of Iowa College of Liberal Arts & Sciences

On Tuesday April 5 2011, two Political Science majors, Christopher
Page and Roberto Paniagua were honored for winning the prestigious
Hancher Finkbine Medallion. The tradition of awarding HancherFinkbine medallions began in 1964. The awards, which recognize
outstanding leadership, learning and loyalty, are named after Finkbine
and Virgil M. Hancher, who served as president of the UI from 1940 to
1964. Nominations for the student awards are solicited from recognized student organizations and collegiate deans. UI President Sally
Mason presented the medallions and student leader certificates.
Page, a native of Iowa City, is majoring in political science, environmental studies, and has worked hard to learn Chinese. He has studied
abroad at five different universities including the London School of
Economics in London, England, and the Tianjin University of Technology in Tianjin, China. Outside of the classroom, Page has served as the
finance chair for the University Lecture Committee and as a senator
and the sustainability initiatives coordinator for UI Student Government. He served as the Associated Iowa Honors Students President,
the UI Environmental Coalition’s Director of Education, and as the UI
Power Shift Coalition Co-Chair. He has served on the Sustainability
Advisory Committee and on the IMU Advisory Board. Chris has participated in numerous local volunteer endeavors in Iowa City, also extending his service to assist earthquake victims in China and housing
development in India.
Paniagua is a senior, double majoring in economics and political
science from Westchester, Ill. Roberto has developed a fluency in three
languages; Spanish, French, and Italian. He has studied abroad in the
India Winter Program and in Lyon, France. He served on several organizations at the Tippie College of Business, including its Judicial Board,
which investigates student Honor Code violations. He served as the
fundraising chair for Tippie Build’s Habitat for Humanity Project, president the Multicultural Business Student Association and was president
of the Multicultural Business Association. He also has worked with the
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program. He has been a Peer Leader
for the Iowa Edge Orientation Program, a Student Ambassador for the
University’s Center for Diversity and Enrichment, and a Honors Program Peer Advisor.

Like Us on Facebook, Follow Us on
Twitter!
Anyone with a Facebook or Twitter account can “like” University of
Iowa Department of Political Science on Facebook, and/or follow U of
I Political Sci on Twitter. We post events, pictures, and announcements
on this site. It is an easy way to get the most up-to-date information
about what is happening in the department. We hope to see you
online!

We want to hear from you!
Are you a graduate of the University of Iowa Political Science
department? Let us know what you are up to! We would love to
feature you on our website or in the next issue of the Poligram.
Send us an email at polisci@uiowa.edu.
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Engaging Undergraduates in Public Policy Research

UI Political Science
Website
Please visit our new
and improved website at:
clas.uiowa.edu/polisci. It
provides a convenient
clearinghouse for information
about the department, its
students and alumni. And we
want to hear from you: about
the website, about yourself,
about current events. We look
forward to receiving e-mail from
alumni at polisci@uiowa.edu.

clas.uiowa.edu/polisci

It is hard to believe that another year has come and
gone at the University of Iowa. I hope you will enjoy
spending a few minutes with the 2011 Poligram to
see all of the exciting happenings in the Department
of Political Science. We continue our commitment
to our core missions of teaching, research and service. We are featuring our
IPRO seminar in this issue of the Poligram as a good example of the kinds of
innovations we have put in place that emphasize our core values, since our
undergraduates are learning to do research on key policy areas that we then
make available to state legislators and the general public. We continue to do
our best to prepare students for their futures, whether they intend to join the
workforce or continue their studies in professional or graduate school. We
continue to reach out to our alumni for advice on how to prepare students.
The better we are as a department, the more prepared our students are to
make a difference in the world. Thank you all for your continued support.
Cameron Thies
Professor and Chair
cameron-thies@uiowa.edu

IPRO (the Iowa Policy
Research Organization) is
a University of Iowa undergraduate student research
group. The program was
started in 2006 by Professor Tom Rice, who started a
similar organization during
his time at the University
of Vermont, called the Vermont Legislative Research
Shop. When Tom left the
classroom in 2010 to become Associate Provost
for Faculty, Professor Caroline Tolbert took over the
course. It has most recently
been led by Rene Rocha.
Each semester, students
prepare original policy
research reports. Some
of these reports are
specifically requested
by Iowa state legislators
or other public officials.
IPRO also works with a
number of issue oriented
groups, such as the Iowa
Immigration Education
Coalition. All the analyses
IPRO students produce are
non-partisan and designed
to take an objective look at
the issues. After a team of
students draft a brief, the
whole group gets together
to discuss it. Everyone
critiques everyone else’s
work. This peer review
format helps keep the
quality of the reports IPRO

produces high. It also helps
students hone skills that
will help them in graduate
or law school. Students
also love getting to apply
their research skills to help
solve real-world problems.
IPRO participants have
the chance to discuss their
research with elected
officials. This spring, State
Representative Mary
Mascher, State Senator
Joe Bolkcom, and former
Congressman David Bonior
spoke with students about
their projects. Past guests
have included numerous
other members of the Iowa
legislature and legislative
staff.
Recent reports have
examined a wide variety
of topics, including
mandatory drug testing
for welfare recipients,
state support for e-waste
recycling programs, and
government regulation of
large-scale hog breeding
facilities. Students often
go into a report thinking
that a particular policy is
good or bad. Sometimes
the weight of evidence
comports with their ideas,
but sometimes it does
not. For example, IPRO
student Steven Shredl recently completed a report
of voter identification re-

Professor Rene Rocha (right) and his 2011 IPRO class

quirements. “I became interested in this topic after
the state house considered
adopting a photo-id requirement during the last
legislative session.
Supporters talked about
how the law would make
voters feel that elections
were fairer, but opponents
said it was just an attempt
to keep low income people
and minorities from voting.
My research found something I didn’t expect. The
poor and minorities don’t
vote less in states with id
requirements, but people
don’t feel any better about
election procedures in
those states either. The arguments of both sides just
weren’t supported by any
research. ”

Nic Pottebaum, who participated in the program in
2010, is thankful for how
IPRO has helped him prepare for his education and
career after he leaves Iowa.
“The Iowa Policy Research
Organization puts honors
students in a graduatestyle learning environment, which is not found
in most undergraduate
education experiences. As
a result of this, it not only
challenged me but accelerated my abilities. IPRO has
provided a unique experience that is beneficial for
any post-graduate plans.”
For more information on
IPRO, visit their website
at: http://www.uiowa.
edu/~ipro.

around the world
Iowa Political Science goes to China
Professor Wenfang Tang is currently working on establishing an institutional partnership between the
Department of Political Science at Iowa and the School
of Government at Sun Yat-Sen University in China. Such
a partnership will provide a platform for academic exchange between the two institutions. With the financial
support of the UI International Programs Strategic Global
Initiatives Grant and the Department of Political Science,
this exchange program will facilitate the political science
faculty members at UI to visit China, conduct seminars on
social science research methodology, develop research
interests and collaboration with Chinese scholars. The
program will also help the graduate students in political
science develop dissertation research ideas. In 2012, 1-2
faculty members and 2-3 graduate students will receive
financial support to visit Sun Yat-Sen University.

Career
Workshops
on
campus
Allison Panther in Iceland
Allison Panther could not find
enough available information
to write her senior thesis on
women’s political parties, so with
funding from the Political Science
Department Development Fund,
she went to the source. Allison
interviewed former members of the
Women’s Alliance party in Iceland over Spring Break this
past year. These included a number of women who had
served in parliament and a former mayor of Reykjavik.
Her interviews helped her to understand why the party
disbanded as a result of factional differences over joining
the larger Social Democratic Alliance—something
she would not have learned without conducting the
interviews in Iceland. Allison is now considering going to
graduate school as a result of her experience. Research
like Allison’s was made possible by the generous
contributions of our alumni and friends.

Introduction to International Relations goes Global
As part of the inaugural summer for the Iowa
International Summer Institute, 11 Hawkeye
undergraduates adventured off to study international
politics in Paris, France this past summer with Professor
Kelly Kadera. For almost all of them, it was the first
course they had taken in political science. Nine majors
other than Political Science were represented: Computer
Science, Art, Communication Studies, Elementary
Education, International Studies, Integrative Physiology,
French, Economics, and Mathematics. Students discussed
concepts like revolution, nationalism, and patriotism in
a classroom just blocks away from the July Column at
the Bastille and a few metro stops away from Delacroix’s
tableau, Liberty Guiding the People, at the Louvre. Not
only did they hear lectures on the significance of the
Napoleonic Wars and the Concert of Europe, they visited
the Army Museum’s exhibit on military history from
Louis XIV to Napoleon III, where they saw evidence of the
modernization and professionalization of the army and
the finely preserved Vizir, one of Napoleon Bonaparte’s
horses.
The semester culminated in a trip to the World War
II memorial museum at Caen and Omaha Beach and
the adjacent American military cemetery in Normandy.
This was a great opportunity to see news clippings
from the years leading up to, during, and after the war,

Professor Kelly Kadera and her students in Paris, France

video footage of the D-Day landings, maps charting the
movement of troops and the globalization of the conflict,
military equipment used by the Allies and the Germans,
personal items belonging to Jewish people who were
killed in concentration camps, and documents related
to the post-war formation of the United Nations. It also
gave them a chance to understand the very human costs
of war. The entire semester, including topics like the
influence of particular leaders, causes and consequences
of war, alliance dynamics, and international law, seemed
to be encapsulated in this excursion.

alumni

Advisory Board Meeting

Pi Sigma Alpha Revived

The Department Advisory
Board, consisting of prominent
alumni and supporters, met
for its third annual meeting
on April 29, 2011. The Board’s
membership now stands at 16,
including Charles Krogmeier
who will join the Board in
2012. The members of the
Board are profiled on our department webpage, including their names
and abbreviated biographies. The Board reaffirmed its dedication
to raising the level of private giving to support the department’s
core missions, expanding relationships between the department
and alumni, and providing advice on curricular matters. As you will
see in other articles in this year’s Poligram, Advisory Board members
continue to be very active in carrying out these responsibilities. We
are exceptionally grateful to these generous alums and friends who
have volunteered their time to serve the department.

Pi Sigma Alpha is the national
honorary for Political Science.
After a layoff of several years,
the UI’s Beta Chi chapter was
revived in 2011. UI students who
have junior status can become
Pi Sigma Alpha members in
recognition of outstanding
achievement in the study of
politics at the university level.
Membership will help them stand
out as they pursue opportunities
after graduation. Members also
become acquainted with other
top students with whom they
can share their interest in politics,
and the chapter organizes events
featuring political experts. Eight
new members were inducted in
November, joining five returning members. A spring semester
induction is planned as well.

2011 Shambaugh Conference
One of the
earliest gifts to the
Political Science
Department continues to be one of
the most valuable
for our faculty
and students. The
Benjamin F.
Shambaugh Memorial Fund has
supported lectures
and conferences
on cutting-edge
research topics since the 1960s. Shambaugh headed the Department
of Political Science from 1900 to 1940 and helped found the American
Political Science Association. You can find more information about
Shambaugh and the remarkable range of scholarship supported by
the Shambaugh Fund at http://ir.uiowa.edu/shambaugh/.
The most recent Shambaugh conference took place on October 6-9.
2011. Organized by Prof. William Reisinger, it was entitled “Lessons
from Subnational Comparative Politics: Theory and Method in the
Third Decade of Studying Russia’s Regions.” Invited specialists from
Moscow and St. Petersburg as well as six U.S. universities presented
their research. Topics covered included the appointment by Moscow
of regional governors, how regional and local governments are integrated into the overall authoritarian power structure, political parties
and their strategies, income inequality, social policy and national identity. What united the papers and will be a theme of the subsequent
publication is how research on Russian regional politics illuminates
issues from other world regions, particularly the complex politics of
subnational governments, including the U.S. states. UI faculty members Vicki Hesli, Sara Mitchell, Cameron Thies and Erica Townsend-Bell
as well as doctoral student Hyemin Yoo served as discussants for the
conference papers.
The next Shambaugh conference is planned for the spring of 2012.
It will examine economics and voting, honoring the contributions to
that research area of recently retired UI Prof. Michael Lewis-Beck.

The Beta Chi chapter is also
committed to service. Members
undertook this year to serve
as peer tutors for introductory
Political Science courses. In Fall
2011, Abbey Behr is tutoring
for Introduction to Politics and
Jordan Talsman and Ashley Ervin
are tutoring for Introduction to
American Foreign Policies. They
work under the instructor’s supervision to help students in the
course understand key concepts
and improve the quality of their
assignments. Chapter members
plan to continue this work in the
spring semester.
Chapter president Abbey Behr
says, “I’m very excited to be a
part of bringing Pi Sigma Alpha
back at the University of Iowa.
The group has great potential for
success given the high quality of
political science students at Iowa.”

Caucasus as Crossroads
Departmental faculty member William Reisinger and UI Russian
Instructor Irina Kostina co-organized a two-day conference on the
Caucasus region, which holds tremendous import for today’s world
politics. Lying between the Caspian and Black Seas, it is named after
the mountain range that runs east-west and has played such a formative role in the region’s history. It includes the countries of Armenia,
Azerbaijan and Georgia and such provinces of Russia as Chechnya.
Turkey and Iran just to the south seek influence in the region, and
the U.S. and its NATO allies are actively involved as well. Sadly, it is
a region connected as well to transnational terror networks. Its oil
production and the presence of multiple energy pipelines further raise
its salience.
In a half dozen sessions over the two days, approximately 150 UI
students and faculty and community members were able to gain
multidisciplinary insights into how the region’s challenges might be
tackled. Keynote speaker Kazbek Sultanov, a leading Dagestani intellectual based in Moscow, pointed to a growing willingness among
Russia’s elites and citizens to “give up” on the Caucasus: either to wall
them off in some manner or, conceivably, to allow them independence from Russia. Sultanov argued, however, that continued, and
better, Russian engagement with the region is vital to prevent a dangerous power vacuum in the region. Robert Bruce Ware of Southern
Illinois University argued that effective political institutions had been
replaced by ineffective ones as Vladimir Putin consolidated power.
Film discussions focused on the impact of terrorism on the people of
the region and the role of journalists in bringing events there to light.
The conference was financially supported by the Department of
Political Science, the Division of World Languages, Literatures and
Cultures, the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and UI International
Programs all using funds donated by private givers.

Joshua Voss (BA’02) Voss is an attorney at Conrad
O’Brien PC, one of the leading litigation practices
in Pennsylvania and around the country. Voss represents corporations and professionals in a broad
range of areas involving complex commercial
litigation as well as professional liability matters. He focuses in
particular on exploring and implementing innovative ways to
achieve successful outcomes.
Prior to joining the firm, Voss clerked for The Honorable Robert B. Kugler for the United States District Court of New Jersey.
While studying law as a member of the inaugural class at Drexel
University Earle Mack School of Law, Voss served as Managing
Editor of the Drexel Law Review. He was also an active member of the Student Bar Association Governing Body, as well as
a Marshall-Brennan Constitutional Literacy Fellow. Between
his first and second years of law school, he served as a Judicial
Intern for the Honorable Joseph H. Rodriguez in the U.S. District
Court of New Jersey. Later, he was an extern at the University of
Pennsylvania Office Of General Counsel. Upon graduation, Josh
was awarded the Dean’s Award for Highest Achievement in law
school, recognizing the most distinguished academic record in
the graduating class.

David Bonior, CLAS Alumni Fellow
Advisory Board member David Bonior was honored
as a 2011 College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Alumni Fellow in September. Bonior is Chairman of
American Rights at Work having previously served
in the U.S. House of Representatives for 26 years,
rising to the rank of Democratic Whip before his retirement.
The College selects a handful of distinguished alumni to honor
with this award based on the contributions they have made
to society and the College. As part of the events surrounding
the award, Bonior gave a well-attended public lecture in which
he previewed parts of his memoirs. He was also honored at a
reception held in conjunction with the annual CLAS Dean’s Club
celebration.

Jeffrey Kueter, UI Alumni Association
Distinguished Alumnus
Advisory Board member Jeffrey Kueter was
honored by the University of Iowa Alumni
Association with a 2011 Distinguished Alumni
Award. Kueter is President of the Marshall Institute
in Washington, DC. He was honored for his service
on the UI Alumni Association board of directors and as president
of the Capital Area IOWA Club. Kueter was previously the firstever recipient of the IOWA Club Leader of the Year Award, and
he has helped his organization earn Best Club designation every
year since 1999.

Release of the Latest Hawkeye Poll Results
at Washington D.C. Alumni Event
Professors Frederick Boehmke and Caroline Tolbert participated in several events in Washington, DC this December to
feature the Department’s Hawkeye Poll. Advisory Board member Jeff Kueter helped to organize a press conference where the
latest Hawkeye Poll results on the Iowa Caucuses were released
to the media. Professors Boehmke and Tolbert gave a series of
interviews to the press about the poll results. They also provided
a short presentation on the importance of the Iowa Caucuses to
a group of DC area alumni. Professor Cameron Thies was also
on hand to talk with alumni about the educational features of
the Hawkeye Poll. The Poll is a group effort that involves faculty,
graduate and undergraduate students in the design and implementation of at least two surveys in the academic year. The
release of the Hawkeye Poll at these events created the usual
media stir, since our poll data was the only one released on likely
caucus goers that week. If you would like to learn more about
the Hawkeye Poll, please visit the webpage at http://ppc.uiowa.
edu/pages.php?id=206.

Alumni Offer Short Courses to Students
Advisory Board members David Bonior and Charles Krogmeier
offered short courses on issues relating to practical politics this
Fall. Bonior taught his short course “Labor and Presidential
Politics” for the second year in a row to a packed audience of
undergraduates. Krogmeier offered a new short course on “Iowa
Redistricting” as well. Both courses received rave reviews from
the students, who enjoy hearing the experiences of those who
have been involved in state and national politics.

Greg Bielawski, ICMA Distinguished
Service Award
Advisory Board member Greg Bielawski was
recently honored with the International City/
County Management Association Distinguished
Service Award. This award is given to a retired
manager who has made an outstanding
contribution to the management profession
and local government. Bielawski has continued to be very
active in the ICMA through consulting and mentoring the
next generation of city managers. Bielawski organizes an
annual workshop for our majors considering careers in local
government. These successful workshops bring in a halfdozen city managers from Iowa and Illinois who share their
experiences with the undergraduates. In many cases, students
have discovered a career path that they were unaware of prior to
attending the workshop.

