
U. Iowa Department of Philosophy
- Normative Progress to the Ph.D. -

PREAMBLE: The following is an extremely informal statement of normative progress to the 
degree of Ph.D. in Philosophy at the University of Iowa. It is in no way intended to replace or 
supplant official Philosophy Department rules and regulations. 

First year of Graduate School 
Fall semester of first year: 
This is my first semester of graduate school. Unless I am working as a teaching assistant, I should be 
enrolled in three or four graduate-level philosophy courses. At this pace I will be able to satisfy all ofmy 
course requirements by the end of the spring semester of my third year. 

As this is my first semester, I have not necessarily settled on a specialization or dissertation topic. I 
should therefore select my courses with an eye to (1) my philosophical interests and (2) whether or not the 
courses satisfy distribution requirements. Roughly speaking, I need to take three courses in the area of 
metaphysics and epistemology, two courses in the area of philosophy of math/philosophy of 
science/logic, three courses in the history of philosophy, and two courses in ethics. That adds to 10 
courses. Ifl take 6-8 graduate level courses in my first year, 4-6 in my second year (where there might be 
a reduced load as a result of teaching responsibilities), and 2-4 in my third year, that will add to 12-18 
courses. I need to keep in mind that of these courses, three will need to be seminars ( courses at the 200-
level). I also need to keep in mind that I will need to take a few extra courses in my secondary area of 
concentration (which is secondary to my eventual area of specialization), though I don't really need to 
think of any of this until later. There is a checklist that I can acquire from the Director of Graduate 
Studies that will help me to keep tabs on this. 

Another thing that I need to keep in mind is that I can only take a grade of "Incomplete" with instructor 
approval and that different faculty members have different policies on giving incompletes. Ifl do take an 
incomplete, the instructor and I set a date by which leftover work will be completed, and I need to finish 
the work by that date. Another thing to keep in mind is that I cannot advance to candidacy (normally in 
the fourth semester) ifl have any incompletes on my record. I should also note that, depending on the 
amount of time involved in completing leftover work, some faculty may regard as different achievements 
a grade that replaces a grade of "Incomplete" and the same grade earned straightaway. 

The first thing that I want to do at the start of this and every semester is to meet with my assigned advisor 
to schedule my courses for the semester and to talk about distribution requirements, a possible trajectory 
of study, etc. As the semester gets underway I will want to meet with my professors (in office hours and 
by appointment) to talk through course material and to engage in discussions that will help to locate the 
seeds of possible paper topics for each course. Faculty members tend to keep their doors open in the 
department, so it will be easy to go and visit them. 








